Local thmk tank
aids Latin nations

By Leonel Sanchez
STAFF WRITER

A group of San Diego-based
lawyers is quielly helping Latin
America’s fledgling democra-
‘cies build their own versions of
the U.S. juditial system.

" So many countries are eager
to get help from the three-year-
‘old group, called Proyecto Ac-

3

-ceso that it has sesmuns-
. hdoked through’ edrly next

vear in Costa Rica, Pery, Para-

guay and Nlcarag'ua. Last .
month - it, received a $600,000,
-grant from the Hewlétt Foun- .

- dation to expand ifs services to

more Latin :American coun-
tries.

* The legal think tank, based
at the California Westérn
School' of Law, says demand
for its judicial reform fraining

‘services increased after last

mﬂnth’s SummltofﬂaeAmen- |
_ cas meeting, where . Latin [}
~‘American leaders ‘made de- .
‘mocracy a-key condition for |
 participation in'd proposed free -

trade zone for the Western
Hemisphere,

'Ihcru]eoflawisﬂwdml.
said-
Js.mes Cooper, Proyecto Acces *-

tone for democracy,”

s0's- director. “Free élections
aré not enough. Much of Latin

see Lawyers, B3

Lilla Velasquez: (cen er}, Janeen Kerper (1aft) and James
Cooper are members of Proyecto Acceso, an organlzation
that Is helping:Latin American nations develop their legal

_systems. The three-year-old group is based at Callfornia

Western School of Law. . Pegay Peattic / Unicn-Tribune -
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guments In civil and criminal
cases are usually made in writ

ing, and witness testimony is .

gathered through depositions,

tion.
__Surveys have shown that
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Coaper, 35, is relying on the

wait to put his new skills to
work. .
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Cooper captured the moment
for- his next docuwentary,
abnuttlmm]enf]aw For Coo-

per, all the grotp's work was
in the scene: Ch:l-
dren the flumes of jus-
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tiee with their voices.



